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Greg Carter, Greg Carter has been successfully cultivating and foraging mushrooms for the 
last 20 years at his farm Deep Woods Mushrooms Farm in Mills River, NC. He has been 
mentored and taught by two local experts in the field of mycology and continues to 
research and learn in an effort to teach others. He is certified through the State of NC to 
provide wild edible mushrooms to local restaurants and chefs. Greg is successfully 
transitioning his focus from growing to agritourism. This allows him to expand his ability to 

be a mushroom education center and increase the love of and awareness of the benefits of growing and 
foraging edible mushrooms. 
 

Gwen Casebeer developed a love for the outdoors while working on horse farms as 
a youth. She was first introduced to agro-ecology at Northwestern University where 
she studied sustainable land-use histories in Latin America. She began her farming 
career in 2006 with an apprenticeship at the Aprovecho Institute in Cottage 
Grove, Oregon. She then moved to Asheville, NC in 2007 to be closer to family. 
She holds certificates in woodworking and permaculture design, as well as a B.S. 
in Biology with a focus on field botany and plant genetics. She is an Organic 
Grower’s School Farm Beginnings graduate and is currently working towards her 
Master’s in Horticulture from NC State University. Under her advisor Dr. Jeanine 
Davis, Gwen is studying the effects of multi-colored plastic mulches on microbial 

community composition in hemp production. She currently runs Black Trumpet Farm, focusing on year-
round production of gourmet mushrooms and medicinal herbs. 
 
Rolando Boye, USBSL Biome Botanicals, (bio coming soon!) 
 
Lori Burra, Greenheart Gardens (bio coming soon!) 
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Margaret Bloomquist works with Dr. Jeanine Davis in the 
NC Alternative Crops and Organics Program, since 2012, 
Dept. of Horticultural Science, NC State University. Based 

in western North Carolina, she engages with woodland botanicals, organics, vegetables, 
and other specialty crop research and extension efforts. Margaret received a B.Sc. in Global 
Resource Systems from The University of British Columbia, and graduate certificate in Rural 

Project Management, from Makerere University, 2006.  
 
 

Dr. Jeanine Davis is an associate professor and extension specialist in the Department of 
Horticultural Science at NC State University. She is located at a research and extension 
center in western NC near Asheville.  For over 30 years, she has researched new crops, 
vegetables, and organic agriculture and shared her knowledge on these topics with farmers 
and home gardeners across the country. Her current efforts are focused on woodland 
botanicals, hops, truffles, organic vegetables, and hemp. She is the lead author of the book 

“Growing and Marketing Ginseng, Goldenseal and Other Woodland Medicinals”. Jeanine and her family 
operate Our Tiny Farm where they raise and board mini-donkeys.  
 
Julie Douglas (bio coming soon!) 
 
David Ellum, Warren Wilson College (bio coming soon!) 
 
Justin Holt (bio coming soon!) 
 
Shawn Swartz, Warren Wilson College (bio coming soon!) 
 


