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Saturday, September 25 

8:00 Registration opens 
 

9:00am Concurrent Session 1 
*Growing Woodland Botanicals with Margaret Bloomquist 
An overview of principles and practices of forest farming herbaceous botanicals in southern 
Appalachia. Methods of production, selection, planting, and tending through harvest will be 
introduced. Goldenseal, ramps, black cohosh, ginseng, and other popular and culturally 
significant species will be highlighted. 
 
*Growing Mushrooms Outdoors with Gwen Casebeer 
Description coming soon! 
 
*Verifying Species Identity for Testing Sales Opportunities with Rolando Boye 
Despite how it may appear in the mainstream news, dietary supplements are a regulated 
industry overseen by the FDA. Buyers like contract manufacturers or retailers of any size are 
subject to these regulations. One of the most important aspects emphasized in these 
regulations is the verification of the identity of species to prevent adulteration at the supply 
level where growers stand. This class will discuss the importance of species identity along 
with other regulatory constraints dietary supplement companies deal with to help growers 
better know the market they are selling into and why they need to meet certain 
requirements to make a sale. 
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10:45am Concurrent Session 2 
*Farming in the Woods with Shawn Swartz 
Agroforestry is the integration and synthesis of traditional agriculture and forestry. Common 
agroforestry practices include riparian forest buffers, wind breaks, silvopasture, alley 
cropping and forest farming. Each of these practices will be defined and explained, with a 
special emphasis on forest farming. 
 
*Tree Crops for the Forest Farm with Justin Holt 
This class will focus on the tree layer of the forest farm, with a detailed look at the most 
important tree crops for our region. We'll consider tree establishment and maintenance, 
species and variety selection, harvest and post-harvest handling, processing and marketing, 
and integration into the farm system for several crops, including black walnut, acorns, 
hickories, hazelnut, mulberries, chestnuts, and more. 
 
*Marketing Your Forest Products & Generating Income with Jeanine Davis and Julie Douglas 
There are many ways to sell and market your products, from bulk sales to a wholesaler to 
creating your own value-added products for direct sales to consumers. We’ll share ideas, 
budget scenarios (some real and some hypothetical) and hear from a grower! 
 

12:15pm Lunch 
 

1:15 Concurrent Session 3 
*Growing Woodland Botanicals with Margaret Bloomquist 
See description above in Concurrent Session 1 
 
*Growing Mushrooms Outdoors with Gwen Casebeer 
See description above in Concurrent Session 1 
 
*Verifying Species Identity for Testing Sales Opportunities with Rolando Boye 
See description above in Concurrent Session 1 
 

  



Growing Under the 
Canopy 

 
September 25-26, 2021 

 
North Carolina 

 

FULL SCHEDULE 
 
 

3:00pm Concurrent Session 4 
*Farming in the Woods with Shawn Swartz 
See description above in Concurrent Session 2 
 
* Tree Crops for the Forest Farm with Justin Holt 
See description above in Concurrent Session 2 
 
*Marketing Your Forest Products & Generating Income with Jeanine Davis and Julie Douglas 
See description above in Concurrent Session 2 
 

4:45pm Adjourn 
 
Sunday, September 26 
9:00-
11:00/30am 

Morning Farm Tours 
 
Mountain Gardens: 9-11 AM* 
Joe Hollis 
Mountain Gardens is a botanical garden of useful plants featuring the largest collection of 
native Appalachian and Chinese medicinal herbs in the Eastern US, organically grown at 
the foot of the Black Mountains in Western North Carolina. Their specialties include: native 
and oriental medicinal herbs, wild foods, perennial vegetables, craft plants and other 
ethnobotanicals. Join Paradise gardener, Joe Holis, who has been growing woodland 
'useful plants' for about 40 years. He will discuss medicinal and edible forest plants, 
ecology, propagation, cultivation, harvesting & processing and also touch on Asian forest 
plants that we can grow. He will highlight on the business aspects of forest farming, such 
as making tinctures, selling seeds and selling plants and giving plant walks. Folks will be 
able to view in small groups the community herb shop, extensive library, and seed 
collection 

*tour guests will need to leave promptly at 11 am as Mountain Gardens has another event 
the same day they need to prepare for 
 
Mountain Gardens is located at 546 Shuford Creek Rd, Burnsville, NC 28714 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mountaingardensherbs.com/
https://www.mountaingardensherbs.com/
https://www.mountaingardensherbs.com/our-specialties-1
https://www.mountaingardensherbs.com/paradise-gardening
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Salamander Springs Garden/ Asheville Fungorum 
9:00-11:30 AM 
Rodney Webb and his wife Heather grew up in families where gardening was always 
carried out. When they finally settled down and landed in the mountain holler, they 
discovered shiitake mushroom farming and it changed their lives. Their small market farm, 
Salamander Springs Gardens, provides food for sustenance and some income for their 
family and is very well suited for mushroom production and woodland botanicals. Folks 
can stroll through the mountain holler of Salamander Springs Garden, and see the shiitake 
yard, and an area that has other mushrooms- winter oyster, lion's mane, miatake, and 
reishi. These areas are mixed in with other woodland botanicals and ramps. Rodney now 
has his wild mushroom food safety certification and has a small lab in a shipping container 
to provide mushrooms for their LLC, Appalachia Fungorum. 
 
Salamander Springs Garden is located at 196 Mill Creek Rd., Marshall, NC 28753 
 

1:30-4:30pm Afternoon Farm Tours 
 
Mushroom Agritourism and Value-added Forest Farming 
Greg Carter, Deep Woods Mushrooms 
Description coming soon! 
 
Greenheart Gardens: Small-scale, Value-added Medicinal Herbs and Hemp 
Lorri Bura 
The tour at Green Heart Gardens will include a tour of the farm including the cultivated 
beds, wild crafting areas, and my new drying/processing/office in a shipping container. It 
will also include a visit to the forest where you will see 3 ways I am growing ginseng as well 
as some mixed medicinal beds. We will also plant ginseng/goldenseal/black cohosh beds. 
 

4:30pm Adjourn 
 
 
 


	Mountain Gardens is a botanical garden of useful plants featuring the largest collection of native Appalachian and Chinese medicinal herbs in the Eastern US, organically grown at the foot of the Black Mountains in Western North Carolina. Their specialties include: native and oriental medicinal herbs, wild foods, perennial vegetables, craft plants and other ethnobotanicals. Join Paradise gardener, Joe Holis, who has been growing woodland 'useful plants' for about 40 years. He will discuss medicinal and edible forest plants, ecology, propagation, cultivation, harvesting & processing and also touch on Asian forest plants that we can grow. He will highlight on the business aspects of forest farming, such as making tinctures, selling seeds and selling plants and giving plant walks. Folks will be able to view in small groups the community herb shop, extensive library, and seed collection

